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The Catalog Description

An introduction to the methods of systematic theology and the major topics within the biblical revelation. Special attention is given to the rationale for these Christian doctrines, their systematic interconnections as well as their development within the history of Christian thought, and their contemporary challenges.

The Course Objectives

This course is designed so that the student will:

1. Gain appreciation for the history of Christian faith.

2. Articulate basic Christian doctrines.

Most broadly, the 3 articles of the creeds

Trinity: Creation/Providence, Christology, Pneumatology

Then Protestant distinctives, such as

Justification by faith alone; Revelation/Scripture’s authority

And Protestant traditions’ distinctives, such as 

Understandings of the ordo salutis; views of the sacraments

As well as issues in “evangelical theology”
3. Distinguish between the various Christian theological traditions.

4. Develop basic facility for doing theology, thinking Christianly in interaction with other disciplines.

5. Relate Christian beliefs to the shaping of personal and ecclesial identity, in light of contemporary world concerns such as religious pluralism.

6. Deepen love for God as revealed in Jesus Christ and the Spirit’s testimony in Scripture.

The Instructor
Michael Allen, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor of Systematic Theology

Knox Theological Seminary (Fort Lauderdale, FL)

Phone: (630) 981-4275

Email: mallen@knoxseminary.edu
The Texts
The following textbooks are required:
(1) Timothy Ward. Words of Life: Scripture as the Living and Active Word of God (Downers Grove, IL: IVP Academic, 2009). Approx. 180 pages. ISBN #9780830827442.

Ward is an evangelical Anglican serving in the Church of England. This book explores the nature and use of Scripture. 

(2) Colin Gunton. The Christian Faith: An Introduction to Christian Doctrine (Oxford: Blackwell, 2002). Approx. 200 pages. ISBN #0631211829.
Gunton was a highly respected British theologian until his death in 2003. He wrote many books and articles, focusing on the relationship of classical Christian belief and the modern intellectual world. He tried hard to learn from ancient theologians, especially those in the Christian East. 
(3) John Webster. Holiness (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2003). Approx. 115 pages. ISBN #0802822150.
Webster is an evangelical Anglican serving as Professor of Systematic Theology at King’s College, University of Aberdeen. He is widely respected as a leading contemporary “dogmatic theologian.” 

(4) D. A. Carson. The Difficult Doctrine of the Love of God (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2000). Approx. 80 pages. ISBN #1581341261.

Carson is Research Professor of New Testament at Trinity Evangelical Divinity School and a member of the Evangelical Free Church of America. He is author of many biblical commentaries, monographs, and articles, and one of the founders of the Gospel Coalition.
The following resources are recommended for additional introduction to the subject:

For students who are unfamiliar with theological terms and need brief definitions for reference, the following dictionary is recommended:


Donald K. McKim, ed. Westminster Dictionary of Theological Terms. Louisville: 


Westminster John Knox, 1996. 310 pp. ISBN: 0-664-25511-6.
For students interested in learning about feminist and womanist approaches to Christian doctrine, the following text is recommended:

Amy Plantinga Pauw and Serene Jones, eds. Feminist and Womanist Essays in 

Reformed Dogmatics. Columbia Series in Reformed Theology. Louisville: 

Westminster John Knox, 2006. 280 pp. ISBN: 0-664-22437-7.

For students interested in learning about non-Anglo-American approaches to Christian theology, the following text is recommended:


Justo L. González. Santa Biblia: The Bible through Hispanic Eyes. Nashville:


Abingdon, 1996. 123 pp. ISBN: 0-687-01452-2.
The Course Requirements

1. Reading. Reading must be completed before the class meets. Class discussions will focus on readings, so you must be prepared to talk. 

Theology is an activity done largely through the process of good reading. Read carefully. Read charitably. Read with others. Read with the expectation that you will learn from others, even when you disagree with their main point. Read even when a text is dense and difficult, for you will learn perseverance and fortitude here. Read that which seems trite and obvious, asking how others might object or criticize. Most importantly, read because God was willing to reveal himself in written words, and because we can best witness to God’s grace with corresponding words. Read because words matter in God’s economy of grace.

2. Class Attendance and Participation. Unless ill or required at a family emergency, be present and on time to class. Participate throughout with active listening and (when appropriate) questions and comments. Wear clothing that will not offend or distract others. Do not pack up to leave before the class is dismissed, as this also will distract others.

A self-evaluation will be filled out by each student at the end of the week. In so doing, the student will assess their level of thoughtful and respectful participation and their completion of all reading assignments.  
3. Reading Notes. Each student must record notes for the assigned readings and turn in these notes via email. I expect roughly one page of notes for each chapter assigned.
These notes are meant to help you remember what you read and participate more fully in class discussion. As such, they can probably be taken best in bullet-point format. They do not need to be written in complete sentences or according to proper style and grammar conventions. They are your notes, so write such that you will be helped. 

Appropriate things to include in these notes are: questions about difficult or new terms, arguments, or implications; summary statements; references to key texts or figures; criticisms or counterarguments; implications and possibly related theological issues; etc. 


Note: one note always should offer a thesis statement for each chapter, which 

states the main point of that chapter in one sentence. This may be a quotation (if 

so, write down the page number) or it may be your own synopsis. 

At their best, your reading notes will show your familiarity with and understanding of the material as well as your interaction with and thinking about the issues in the text. So summary should be matched by critical analysis and questioning. 

These notes will be turned in by 5 p.m. on Saturday, July 17, via email.
4. Final Exam. Students will spend Saturday afternoon taking a final exam. It will consist of three essay questions from which students will choose to answer two. You will have all afternoon to take the exam and may do so anywhere. 
The exam should be taken without the aid of notes, web resources, or a Bible. Students cannot work together or with the aid of anyone else. 
I will give students five possible exam questions on Thursday afternoon, so that they can review and prepare outlines for the essay questions on Thursday and Friday nights. 

Exams are due by 5 p.m. on Saturday, July 17. Submit them in electronic form (MSWord or PDF documents only).

Academic Honesty (adapted from Dr. Timothy Phillips)

1.
The assignments are designed to extend and deepen your comprehension and appreciation of Christian theology and to increase your facility with theologi​cal method. The processes of defining a topic, researching the results of others' studies, critiquing those studies, and organizing your conclusions in a clear and co​gent presentation provides valuable skills for your various leadership ministries. The use of sources is an essential step in appropriating the learning of the Church's tradition in its relationship to cultures to help us understand and faithfully practice Scripture.

2.
Using information obtained from a source without indicating it (whether by footnote, parentheses, or bibliography or some other appropriate reference, depending on the type of assignment) is plagiarism (intellectual thievery and lying). This applies to any in​formation that you gain from someone that is not “common knowl​edge.” It does not apply only to exact quotations or precise verbal al​lusions. Altering the wording does not remove the obligation to acknowledge the source.

3.
Cheating is the presentation of someone else’s work, which the student ought to have done personally. This includes submitting answers to test questions derived by some means other than that intended by the instructor. It also includes turning in written assignments composed in whole or in part by someone else.

4.
Cheating or plagiarism results in the disqualification of that unit of the course affected. A student caught plagiarizing or cheating will forfeit that project. A second offense will result in the forfeiture of the course.

The Grading Components
Reading Notes




50%

Final Exam




50%

Grading scale:



Explanation of Letter Symbols 

A   = outstanding

A- = superior

B+ = very good

B   = satisfactory 

B-, C+, C = acceptable but below average

F = below average

Letter and Numerical Distribution

Letter                  Numerical Equivalent(s)         Range Equivalent
  A



96



93–100

  A-



91



90–92

  B+



88



87–89

  B



85



83–86

  B-



81



80–82

  C+



78



77–79

  C



74



73–76 

  C –

           71
            70-72

  F



69 or below
The Course Schedule

We will follow a consistent schedule throughout the week. Class time will be devoted typically to three activities: (1) lecture; (2) question and answer time based on lecture material throughout the day; (3) two or three lengthy discussions periods based on assigned reading.
We will take two fifteen minute breaks in the morning, a one hour lunch break mid-day, and two fifteen minute breaks in the afternoon. Students may excuse themselves from class quietly to use the restroom whenever necessary.

Please bring the following to class each day: (1) Bible; (2) handout of ecumenical creeds, to be passed out on Monday morning; (3) your reading notes; and (4) all assigned texts.
Monday, July 12
Introduction to Theology

Revelation and Scripture
The Christian God 
Tuesday, July 13
The Christian God (continued)
Creation
Humanity

Wednesday, July 14
Communion with God

Sin

The Incarnation of the Son

Thursday, July 15
The Work of the Son

The Death of the Son

Justification and Sanctification

Friday, July 16
Providence and Predestination

The Holy Spirit

The Church

Saturday, July 17
The Sacraments

The Last Things

Final exam 
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