BITH 653. Historical Theology: Early Christianity. 





Dr. Michael Allen
Catalog Description
An examination of the theological developments from the second through the fifth centuries. Special attention is given to the formation of the ecumenical creeds, developments in the doctrines of the canon, God, Christology, soteriology, ecclesiology, and the sacraments, as well as the nuances differentiating the Orthodox and Roman Catholic traditions. (2)
Instructor

Michael Allen, Ph.D.
Email: mallen@knoxseminary.edu
Phone: 954-334-5036

Feel free to contact me whenever needed (preferably via email). When in doubt about protocol or anything regarding class material, write and ask.
Textbooks

The following books are required reading:
1. Irenaeus of Lyons, On the Apostolic Preaching (ed. John Behr; Crestwood, NY: St. Vladimir’s Seminary Press, 1997). ISBN 9780881411744.Approx. 100 pages.

2. Gregory of Nazianzus, On God and Christ: The Five Theological Orations and Two Letters to Cledonius (ed. Frederick Williams and Lionel Wickham; Crestwood, NY: St. Vladimir’s Seminary Press, 2002). ISBN 9780881412406. Approx. 140 pages.
3. Cyril of Alexandria, On the Unity of Christ (ed. John Anthony McGuckin; Crestwood, NY: St. Vladimir’s Seminary Press, 1997). ISBN 9780881411331. Approx. 125 pages. 

4. John O’Keefe and Russell R. Reno, Sanctified Vision: An Introduction to Early Christian Interpretation of the Bible (Baltimore, Md.: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2005). ISBN 9780801880889. Approx. 140 pages.

In books 1-3, you are not required to read the introductory material (though it may prove very helpful in orienting you to the material).
In addition, the following excerpts are required reading:

1. The Didache (The Teaching of the Twelve Apostles) in Michael W. Holmes (ed.), The Apostolic Fathers (trans. J. B. Lightfoot and J. R. Harmer; Grand Rapids: Baker, 2007), pp. 149-158.

2. Origen, On First Principles, bk. 4, in Rowan Greer (ed.), Origen (Classics of Western Spirituality; New York: Paulist, 1979), pp. 171-216.

3. Cyprian, excerpts from Henry Bettenson (ed.), The Early Christian Fathers: A Selection from the Writings of the Fathers from St. Clement of Rome to St. Athanasius (New York: Oxford University Press, 1969), pp. 263-269.

4. “The Creed of St. Athanasius,” in The Book of Common Prayer and Administration of the Sacraments and Other Rites and Ceremonies of the Church (New York: Church Publishing, 1979), pp. 864-865.

5. Council of Chalcedon (451 A.D.), “Definition of the Unity of the Divine and Human Natures in the Person of Christ” in The Book of Common Prayer and Administration of the Sacraments and Other Rites and Ceremonies of the Church (New York: Church Publishing, 1979), p. 864.

Several of these excerpts will be read in class (Cyprian, the Athanasian Creed, and the Definition of Chalcedon), but two must be read beforehand (Didache, Origen).

Requirements

1. Read all the required materials before the class for which they are due (see schedule below). Reading involves active engagement. Take notes. Highlight or underline powerful or perplexing statements. Jot down questions. Read in preparation for classroom discussion of texts. 

Note that reading becomes heavier as the days progress. You will not be able to read all the material for Tuesday and Wednesday during the night before. 

I strongly recommend that you read all the material for the whole class before we ever meet. Then you can simply review your reading each night before the class in which it will be discussed. 

2. Attend class and participate. Be on time. Listen to lectures. Raise questions. Engage in discussion about required readings. Be sure to bring all your reading materials and notes to class for reference during discussion.
3. Write a 10-12 page paper reflecting on one topic or reading from the class. The paper will be due two weeks after class ends (on August 4). Submit it via email in MSWord or PDF format. 
More details on the writing assignment will be given on the first day of class. It is not meant to be a major research paper, but a careful reflection paper that employs small amounts of research. Careful use of proper style and grammar is expected. 

Students will self-assess their reading, and the instructor will assess their level of participation in class discussion of readings. 

Schedule

Monday, July 19

Introduction

The Early Christians: Apostolic Fathers, Episcopacy, Parting of the Ways with Judaism, Development of the Biblical Canon
Read Didache 
Tuesday, July 20

Irenaeus, Origen, and the Challenges of Gnosticism

Trinitarian Debates

Read Irenaeus, Origen, and Gregory of Nazianzus
Wednesday, July 21

The Bible in the Early Church

Christological Debates

Begin Work on Final Paper

Read O’Keefe/Reno and Cyril of Alexandria
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