BITH 654. Historical Theology: Medieval Christianity. 
Dr. Michael Allen
Catalog Description
An examination of the theological developments from the fifth through the fourteenth centuries. Special attention is given to the relationship between reason and revelation, soteriology, ecclesiology, the sacraments, and popular piety. (2)
The Instructor

Michael Allen, Ph.D.

Email: mallen@knoxseminary.edu
Phone: 954-334-5036

Feel free to contact me whenever needed (preferably via email). When in doubt about protocol or anything regarding class material, write and ask.
The Texts

The following books are required reading: 

1. Augustine, Homilies on the First Letter of John (Works of St. Augustine; New York: New City, 2008). ISBN 9781565482890. Approx. 150 pages.
2. Frederick Christian Bauerschmidt (ed.), Holy Teaching: An Introduction to the Summa Theologiae of St. Thomas Aquinas (Grand Rapids: Brazos, 2005). ISBN 1587430355.Approx. 300 pages.

In addition, the following excerpts are required reading:

1. Anselm, Cur Deus Homo (Why God Became Man), found in Eugene R. Fairweather (ed.), A Scholastic Miscellany: Anselm to Ockham (Library of Christian Classics; Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 2006), pp. 100-183. 
2. Hugh of St. Victor, “God’s Dwelling in the Soul through Knowledge and Love,” and “The Soul’s Deepest Desire” in Ray C. Petry (ed.), Late Medieval Mysticism (Library of Christian Classics; Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 2006), pp.93-95.

3. Meister Eckhart, “A Sermon on the Contemplative and the Active Life,” in Ray C. Petry (ed.), Late Medieval Mysticism (Library of Christian Classics; Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 2006), pp. 93-99.

Note that Anselm must be read before class, but Hugh of St. Victor and Meister Eckhart will be read during class and need not be read beforehand. 

The Requirements

1. Read all the required materials before class. Reading involves active engagement. Take notes. Highlight or underline powerful or perplexing statements. Jot down questions. Read in preparation for classroom discussion of texts. 

I strongly recommend that you read all the material for the whole class before we ever meet. Then you can simply review your reading each night before the class in which it will be discussed. 

2. Attend class and participate. Be on time. Listen to lectures. Raise questions. Engage in discussion about required readings. Be sure to bring all your reading materials and notes to class for reference during discussion.
3. Write a 10-12 page paper reflecting on one topic or reading from the class. The paper will be due two weeks after class ends (on August 7). Submit it via email in MSWord or PDF format. 
More details on the writing assignment will be given on the first day of class. It is not meant to be a major research paper, but a careful reflection paper that employs small amounts of research. Careful use of proper style and grammar is expected. 

Students will self-assess their reading, and the instructor will assess their level of participation in class discussion of readings. 

The Schedule

Thursday, July 22

Introduction
Augustine

Read Augustine
Friday, July 23

Medieval Developments: Monasticism, Mysticism, and the Papacy
The Rise of Scholasticism

Read Anselm
Saturday, July 24

Thomas Aquinas

Begin Work on Final Paper

Read Bauerschmidt
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