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Disclaimer
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To Mindy, “beloved of God” (Col 3:12)



In previous studies of the NT use of Scripture, far too much emphasis has been placed on actual quotations . . . .  Much of the NT abounds with allusions to the OT that have little resemblance to the exact wording.  These allusions make up the larger portion of the NT use of Scripture and form the heart of its view of Scripture.



                     --​Leonhard Goppelt, Typos




ABSTRACT


While studies of the use of the Old Testament in the New Testament have burgeoned in the past two decades, no monograph or even journal article has been devoted to the use of the Old Testament in Paul’s letter to the Colossians, in part because there are no explicit quotations of Scripture in Colossians.  With the intertextual turn that Richard Hays introduced to the world of New Testament studies in 1989 with his book Echoes of Scripture in the Letters of Paul, scholars began to give much more serious attention to the NT authors’ less explicit modes of reference to Scripture, often called “allusion” and “echo.”  Scholars, however, continue to debate exactly what constitutes an allusion or echo, or how exactly one validates a given proposal as such.  


In light of the situation outlined above, the following study proposes more precise definitions of the terms allusion and echo (as well as quotation and parallel) and offers a methodology on how to detect and validate proposed allusions and echoes.  Having run this methodology through Paul’s letter to the Colossians, the study then walks each proposal through a second methodology to determine what Paul as an author has done with the Old Testament reference in its new context.  The study argues that Paul has alluded to or echoed Scripture eleven times in his letter to the Colossians (two allusions and nine echoes).  It is the goal of this study that the detection and defense of the validity of these allusions and echoes be a contribution to scholarship in and of itself.  Another upshot in light of the allusions and echoes detected is that the theme of new creation surfaces as a prominent and recurrent motif in the letter.  Our understanding as to how Paul viewed OT Scripture in light of the Christ-event is also enhanced through the study.  Finally, the results highlight the Jewishness of the false teaching that Paul understood to be threatening the church at Colossae. 
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION AND HISTORY OF RESEARCH


Investigation of the use of the Old Testament in the New “has long been recognized as an important field of research.”
  The earliest works emphasized textual matters (e.g., text variants), comparison with rabbinic modes of interpretation, and the problems associated with the question of what version or text the NT authors depended upon for their quotations.
  With the rise of literary criticism and its subsequent influence on biblical studies in the 1970s and 1980s, new approaches to the field of the Old in the New were introduced.  In 1989, Richard Hays introduced the literary-critical study of intertextuality into the field, though in reality he limited his study to select readings in Paul.
   Investigation of OT allusions and echoes in the NT literature burgeoned in the 1990’s and in the early years of the new millennium, with works being written on several individual NT books or sections within a NT book.  Such monographs and other studies included investigations in Mark, Luke, John, Acts, Romans, 1 Corinthians, Ephesians, and Revelation.


The reason for the present study is that no monograph or even journal article has probed the use of the Old Testament in Paul’s letter to the Colossians.  The reason for this neglect is understandable before the 1990s, because before this time the field concentrated upon explicit quotations, and Colossians contains no explicit quotations of Scripture.  In light of the intertextual turn that Hays introduced into the field of NT study. 

The Figure of Echo, Hollander has shown repeatedly that an investigation of the source text of an echo deeply enhances and colors the understanding of the new context.  One might quibble over specific examples that Hollander offers in his study, but the cumulative argument for his thesis is almost unassailable.  Richard Hays, who has built upon Hollander’s work, writes that an echo often “places the reader within a field of whispered or unstated correspondences.”
  Upon first discovery of an echo by a reader, the author may appear to have done nothing more than borrow a rich or rare expression, word, or concept due to its particular attractiveness in the way it looks, sounds, or turns a phrase.  If, however, a reader also recollects the source text, he or she may discover unexpressed links that suggest rich stores of otherwise unnoticed insight.  This is what Hays means when he states that echo frequently provides “a field of whispered or unstated correspondences.”  Elsewhere Hays labels this phenomenon with the technical literary term metalepsis and defines it in the following way:

Metalepsis is a rhetorical and poetic device in which one text alludes to an earlier text in a way  that evokes resonances of the earlier text beyond those explicitly cited.  The result is that the interpretation of a metalepsis requires the reader to recover unstated or suppressed correspondences between the two texts.

Therefore, the first reason that the original sense of the OT source text of an echo will 

be investigated is because it frequently leads to a deeper understanding of the echoing text.  The unstated correspondences only come to light when the echoed and the 
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